VII
THE ENTERTAINMENT WORLD AND THE
CULTURAL SCENE
I
IN New York, the art of entertainment has been raised to the height
of a great national activity. The theatre is part of contemporary
existence, with eight and a half million people attending yearly. But
the New York theatre is more of a show business than a serious
art form. With great resources of talent to draw upon, for stars
from all over the world come to make the actors' constellation shine
brighter, most American playwrights succeed only in creating a slick
commercial product, and the vagaries of production, the com-
mercialism of the producers themselves, including the inevitable nod
to Hollywood, which often buys hit plays for fantastic sums, tend to
discourage the productions of the experimental, intelligent theatre.
The New Yorker takes the cinema less seriously than he does the
theatre. Going to a movie for him is much like taking a lucky
dip; one film may be as dreary as another. Of late, Hollywood has
come in for some serious criticism, and economic circumstances in
Europe are helping to break up some of its monopolistic methods.
Perhaps this will lead to a higher level of American cinema. In
England the movies are seriously considered as art form and have
sadly damaged the theatre.
In London the dramatic critics live in a world apart. Their
opinions, often as remote as they are dry, are unheeded except by
those directly concerned with the theatre. New York critics are a vital
factor in current tendencies, and although they manage to knife the
most objectionable rubbish, a respectable corpse will sometimes be
found in the morgue of theatrical flops. In London one asks the
opinion of a friend about a certain play; in New York theatregoers
must read Mr. Brooks Atkinson or Mr. Howard Barnes.
New York audiences are on the whole critical and alert, with a
highly developed sense of the ridiculous. They are ruthless; old
favourites are discarded as soon as they fail to please. New York
audiences will not accept anything hackneyed. London managers,
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